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OISTAT Architecture Commission (AC)

The OISTAT Architecture Commission (AC) exists to facilitate communication and
understanding about theatre buildings amongst architects, consultants, technicians
and artists worldwide.

« AC meetsin order to exchange knowledge about theatre architecture and related
technical topics.

« We aim to do this once a year in-person and several times on-line with
presentations of theatre projects.

« Every 4 years AC organises a Theatre Architecture Competition (TAC), an
international ideas competition, aimed at students and emerging architecture
practitioners.

The commission welcomes participation by anyone with an interest in theatre
buildings.
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TAC = Theatre Architecture Competition

 International competition organized by the OISTAT Architecture Commission (AC).
» Every four years since 1978.
« Toencourage new ideas about theatre architecture and interdisciplinary cooperation.

» Toencourage collaborations between architects and other theatre practitioners such as directors,
designers, technicians, actors, dancers, musicians, or students of those fields.

« TAC is one method of spreading knowledge on theatre design and all the basic rules of performance
spaces which descend from the ancient classic Greek-Roman theatres, passing by Shakespeare’s
Globe to nowadays multimedia centers.

« Members of AC collaborate with the local host to select a site in the host country for the competition.

« The TAC offers an opportunity to expose architects and theatre practitioners to diverse problem-solving
approaches influenced by a variety of cultural backgrounds, which also provides the global
participants an entry into the international theatre world.

* Winning entries will be exhibited at World Stage Design.
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TAC = Theatre Architecture Competition

Cities/sites where TAC was chosen:

1978 Paris, France

1983 Stockholm, Sweden

« 1987 Amsterdam, the Netherlands

» 1990 Moscow, Russia

« 1999 Prague, the Czech Republic

« 2003 Hengelo, the Netherlands / “A new performance building with approximately 400 seats”

» 2007 Prague, the Czech Republic / “A new performance building with approximately 500 seats”
« 2011 Prague, the Czech Republic / “Now / Next - Performance Space at the Crossroads”

« 2015 Berlin, Germany / “A floating theatre”

* 2017 Hsinchu, Taiwan / “Theatre as public space”

« 2022 Banff, Canada/ “An adaptable outdoor performance space”

» 2025 Sharjah, UAE / “A temporary performance studio in an environment of cultural heritage”
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TAC
2017: 1%t prize
Ye-Tai, Che-Hung Chien, Taiwan 135525
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TAC

2023: st prize

Elevate, Keller Ziemann & Chris Johnson, Canada
357845
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ACTIVITIES

An overvieuw of the last two years
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ACTIVITIES

14-06-2023 Interdisciplinary workshop PQ Prague
Designing Theatre Space

*  Provocative introduction by Dorita Hannah: “theatre has left the building”

* Inthis workshop groups with all the theatre design disciplines represented within OISTAT worked together on a
shared vision for a theatre space, event or performance around this theme: what is a theatre ‘building” now?

»  This workshop will be reorganized at WSD 2025 in Sharjah, with another social issue to work on....
(22-10-2025)
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ACTIVITIES

16-06-2023 Commission Tour
State Opera Prague

»  (Guided by Pavel Dautovsky, the Technical Director of the State Opera

«  Participants (46 p.) had the privilege to witness the behind-the-scenes operations and gain an in-depth
understanding of the venue's technical infrastructure
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ON-LINE

24-11-2023 Online Meeting

»  Presentation Anne Minors: London Woolwich Works (UK), London Battersea Power Station - World Heart
Beat Academy (UK), London Barbican Theatre (UK)

«  Presentation Torsten Nobling: Oslo Den National Scene (NO)

*  Recording and minutes:
https://oistat.org/commissions_detail.php?id=1216&mode=Architecture&smode=&Page=1



https://oistat.org/commissions_detail.php?id=1216&mode=Architecture&smode=&Page=1
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ON-LINE

15-03-2024 Online Meeting

«  Update TAC by Jacqui George (WSD 2025)

«  Presentation Robert Hamilton: Kamloops Performing Arts Centre (CA)

*  Presentation new book by Tim Foster: Theatre Buildings-a design guide

»  Presentation Jerome Maeckelbergh, Jerome reported on future symposiums

*  Minutes: https://oistat.org/commissions_detail.php?id=1227&mode=Architecture&smode=8&Page=1



https://oistat.org/commissions_detail.php?id=1227&mode=Architecture&smode=&Page=1
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ON-LINE

07-06-2024 Online Meeting

* Information visit Bucharest October 2024 by Nic Ularu.

This will be a join meeting with the Costume Design Working Group. The dates coincide with the Bucharest Scenography Biennale (since
1967) and the renowned Romanian Theatre Festival.

* Update TAC

*  Presentation Peter Ruthven Hall, Bristol Beacon

*  Recording and Minutes:
https://oistat.org/commissions_detail.php?id=1243&mode=Architecture&smode=&Page=1



https://oistat.org/commissions_detail.php?id=1243&mode=Architecture&smode=&Page=1
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ACTIVITIES

23-27 October 2024 Bucharest

« Invitation by the Romanian QOistat Centre for the Bucharest Scenography Biennale (BSB) which was
organized during the Romanian National Theatre Festival.

*  Costume Design Commission and Architecture Commission joined together.

*  Presentations, Tour around Bucharest theatres, meetings with Romanian theatre professionals and
theatre architects and seeing some of the most recent Romanian theatre productions.
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ACTIVITIES

23-27 October 2024 Bucharest
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ON-LINE

13-12-2024 Online Meeting

«  Update TAC, WSD, Scenofest and Theatre Architecture Tour

*  Presentation Selma Wilson and Tim Foster: Greek and
Classical Antique Theatres in Turkey

»  Discuss future plans



FUTURE MEETINGS
2025

Online meetings
e 7March 2025
* 20June 2025
* 19 September 2025
* 12 December 2025

WSD Sharjah, UAE

18-25 October 2025

* Interdisciplinary workshop

« TAC

* Theatre Architecture Tour, 2 days

2026

Greek and Roman Theatres in Turkey....
To be continued by Selma Wilson and Tim Foster

2027

Finland

2028
Dutch Tour
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The commission welcomes participation by
anyone with an interest in theatre buildings.

Thank you!
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